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BEEEN EDITORIAL

;Dear Readers,

“...And [due] to Allah from the people is a pilgrimage to the House — for whoever is
able to find thereto a way....” (Al-i Imran:3/97)

The Prophet (upon him peace) said: “Islam is built upon five (pillars): the testimony
that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah, the establishment of the prayer, paying Zakat, Hajj to the House (i.e. Ka'bah,) and
Jfasting in Ramadan.” (Bukhiri)

Every year, Muslims from all over the world take part in the largest gathering
on Earth, the Hajj, or pilgrimage to Makkah. The Hajj is a religious obligation
that every Muslim must fulfill, who have the physical and financial ability to
undertake the journey, at least once in his or her lifetime. Hence this issue focuses
on Pilgrimage in Islam. Hajj was prescribed in the sixth year after Hijrah upon
the revelation of the following verse in which Allah Says: “And complete the Hajj
and ‘Umrah for Allah...” (Baqarah:2/196) The Messenger of Allah (upon him
peace) said: “Hajj is mandated once, so whoever does it more (than that), then it is

supererogatory.” (Abu Dawud)

In this edition you shall read our beloved teacher Osman Nuri Efendi’s article
entitled “Pilgrimage in Islam”, which explains spiritual benefits of Hajj for the
believers both in this world and the Hereafter.

Professor Henry Francis B. Espiritu’s article, The “Feast of Sacrifice”: Its
Spiritual Significance for The Ummah”, explicates that the ceremonial sacrificing of
an animal at Eid-ul-Adha is symbolic of killing the animal passions within ones’self
and how Prophet Abraham (upon him peace) sacrificed everything in his life for
the sake of gaining Allah’s pleasure.

May Allah bestow His Mercy on us in this world and the Hereafter.
We wish you a blessed Eid al-Adha!
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Pilgrimage In Islam

Osman Nuri Efendi
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Pilgrimage is
commanded to be
performed at least
once in a lifetime;
therefore it is a great
mistake for able
Muslims to delay it.
The Prophet states
that those who are
required to perform
pilgrimage should
rush to do it.

(Y slam

ilgrimage is the fifth pillar of Islam and itis a
duty that has been continuing to resurrect the
hearts of the believers from the first Prophet
Adam (upon him peace) to the last Prophet
Muhammad (upon him peace). It is a sublime
way of worship that makes us realize the
secret of the words “die before you die.”

Pilgrimage is not a new invention of Islam.
Prior to Islam, pilgrimage was established in
Mecca. However, the Arabs had changed it
into a kind of immoral ceremony. The tribe
of Quraish who had an eminent place among
other Arab tribes used to worship Ka'aba
dressed in a normal way. However, the other
Arabic tribes both men and women, used to
visit the Ka’aba and circumambulate around
it naked. It was up to the Quraish tribe to
cover them and dress them, and if they do
not give clothing to the visitors, they would
continue to worship in a naked state. Also,
these people used to sacrifice animals to
Allah and used to spread their blood on the
walls of the Ka’aba. Instead of using the meat
of the sacrifices in a beneficial way, they used

Osman Nuri Efendi



to burn their flesh. Islam erased all these
evil pilgrimage rites that were made up by
the Arabs and many other superstitious acts.
According to Islam, the main purpose behind
the acts of all worship is to remember Allah,
to ask his forgiveness and to glorify His
words. Islam, by removing the superstitions

that were added by the Arabs purified the

Hajj returning it to its original pure form.

Pilgrimage possesses many benefits for
the believers both in this world and in the
next. Allah’s limitless mercy manifests itself
in the times of pilgrimage in these sacred
lands. Those Muslims, who are engulfed in
the mercy and forgiveness of Allah, meet
each other in an atmosphere of love and
respect and establish bonds of brotherhood

among themselves.

Through Hajj, we take lessons from the
submission of the prophets Abraham (upon
him peace) and Ishmael (upon him peace) and
we can appreciate their strong trust in Allah.
As related in the Qur’an, when Abraham
(upon him peace) received the commandment
to sacrifice his son for the sake of Allah, he
submitted to the Divine Will. In the same
vein, Ishmael stoned Satan who tempted
him to revolt against his father and escape
from being slaughtered. As Ishmael stoned
Satan, we should stone our low desires and
ego. The Hajj is also an enormous gathering
of different nations and different colors that
reminds us of the Day of Judgment, where
people will be gathered before the Divine

court without discrimination of color and
nationality. This shocking scene will break
the barriers of race and nationality, making
all of humanity brothers and sisters, hence
making the bond of faith as the strongest one
among all other bonds.

In Hajj, all Muslims wear white seamless
garments, replacing their normal garments.
This symbolizes the soul’s separation from
the dress of the ego and its elevation over the
human weaknesses, the low desires of the flesh.
The place in which the Hajj is performed has
also a special place in the lives of Muslims.
These are holy places in terms of the Divine
blessings and spirituality, possessing Divine
signs. In these places, one is always reminded
of the limitless mercy of Allah and His endless
blessings. The Qur’an describes the holiness
of these Divine climates as the signs of Allah
and alternatively as the sacred places of Allah.
Another purpose behind the pilgrimage is
that the pilgrim experiences the same things
that the companions and the Prophet lived
through in these holy lands.

In another hadith, the Prophet (upon
him peace) describes Hajj as stoning Satan,
running between the hills of Safi and
Marwa, and circumambulating the Ka’aba.
The main purpose behind all these acts is the
remembrance of Allah.

Safa and Marwa are the two hills between
which Hagar was running in desperation in
order to find water for her and her thirsty

son Ishmael. Then, Allah the Almighty

The main purpose behind
the acts of all worship
is to remember Allah, to

ask his forgiveness and to
glorify His words.



gave them the well of Zamzam, which is till
today, giving water to the pilgrims. In order
to remind us of this incident, the running
(sa’y) between these two hills has been made
among the rituals of the pilgrimage.

In order to show the significance of these
two hills, Allah, Most High, states n the
Qur’an:“Behold! Safa and Marwa are among
the Symbols of Allah. (Baqara, 2:158)

The Ka'aba is a very important center
that all Muslims face during their ritual
worship. It is the place where the hearts of
Muslims beat. As the heart is the location
of the manifestations in the human
sphere, the Ka'aba is the location of Divine
manifestations in the worldly sphere. In other
words, the Ka’aba possesses the same place as
the heart possesses in the human body.

Allah, the Almighty, commanded
the pilgrims to perform the prayer of
circumambulation behind the place dedicated
as his position. In that way they will follow
his steps in submission to the will of Allah.

In short with all these characteristics, the
Ka’aba is a shadow of the

Divine Kingdom and a source of Allah’s
Mercy and Blessings. Allah’s attributes of
Mercy and Forgiveness manifest themselves
here more than anywhere else in this Holy
Land. It is the source of Divine Illumination
and the sun that illuminates our hearts.

“Lo! the first Sanctuary appointed for
mankind was that at Becca, a blessed place,

Pilgrimage possesses many
benefits for the believers both in
this world and in the next. Allah’s
limitless mercy manifests itself in
the times of pilgrimage in these
sacred lands.

a guidance to the peoples; Wherein are
plain memorials (of Allah’s guidance); the
place where Abraham stood up to pray; and
whosoever entereth it is safe. And pilgrimage
to the House is a duty unto Allah for mankind,
for him who can find a way thither. As for
him who disbelieveth, (let him know that) lo!
Allah is Independent of (all) creatures. (AL
Imran, 3:96-97)

As a manifestation of the Islamic spirit,
everyone is equal in the lines of congregational
prayers. If the head of government comes late
to the mosque, he prays at the back. If a poor
Muslim comes early, he prays in the first line.
People are required to pray wherever there
is an empty place. Uniforms and epaulets
are useless in the mosque. This concept of
equality was manifested in the pilgrimage
on even a fuller scale. As everyone is buried
with a white shroud, all the pilgrims wear the
same clothes and the difference of qualities in
garments completely disappears. Pilgrimage
represents a level of equality that is only
repeated after death. As a head of state is
buried in a white shroud, even the poorest is
buried with the very same shroud. Pilgrims
covering their chests with a large towel and
their waists with a large towel reflect the
state of the dead in their graves. We should
know that death is the inescapable law that
Allah has enforced for all transient beings.
The length of life is counted with complete
precision so that even the number of breaths is
counted and recorded. There is an appointed




As a manifestation of the Islamic
spirif, everyone is equal in the lines
of congregational prayers. If the
head of government comes late 1o gats
the mosque fe prays at the back. b
If @ poor Muslim comes early he
prays in the first line.
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time of death (ajal/) for every person and this
will never change. We have never heard of
anyone who escaped death. Since the time of
our death is unknown to us we should not
neglect to perform the duty of pilgrimage.
Otherwise, the following bad news from the
Prophet will be valid for us:

“If someone dies without going for
pilgrimage even though he had the
requirements of food,drink and transportation,
there is nothing that will prevent this person
to die as a Jew or Christian.” (Tirmidhi, Haj, 3)

This clear warning of the Prophet
reminds those heedless Muslims who do not
perform this commandment even though
they have the necessary means that they will
be punished in the Hereafter.

Negligence of this commandment means
to despise the commandment itself.

Pilgrimage is commanded to be performed
at least once in a lifetime; therefore it is a great
mistake for able Muslims to delay it. The
Prophet states that those who are required
to perform pilgrimage should rush to do it.
(Jamu’l-fawaid, 11, 77)

The House of Allah is full of the reminders
of Abraham (upon him peace) and his
family’s trust and submission to Allah. When
we mention the words trust, submission and
pilgrimage immediately the names Abraham
(upon him peace) and Ishmael (upon him
peace) come to our minds. Due to their
sincerity, pilgrimage was made an obligatory
act of worship that will continue until the last

day of the world.

Trust in Allah means to depend on, to
have full confidence in, and to appoint
someone as a representative. In Sufism, it
signifies one whose heart is filled with Allah,
only trusting in Him and seeking refuge only
in Him. When Allah the Almighty asked
Moses (upon him peace) about his rod he
answered: “It is my rod, I lean on it...” Allah
the Almighty said: “throw it down”, since
this dependence on the rod shadowed his full
dependence on Allah.

Concerning to whom we should trust,

Allah the Almighty, states in the Qur’an:

“In Allah let believers put their trust!”
(Tawba, 9:51, Ibrahim, 14:11)

“So put your trust (in Allah) if ye are
indeed believers.” (Maidah, 5:23)

“And whoever trusts in Allah, He is
sufficient for him.” (Talag, 65:3)

The Prophet states that if we trust in Allah
tully, He will sustain us as he sustains the birds
that leave their nests hungry in the morning
and return to them with a full stomach in the
evening. Trusting in Allah does not signify
giving up all kinds of necessary steps, and to
ignore the laws of nature. It means to put full
trust in Allah after fulfilling the necessary
conditions to reach a result and not to trust in
the means itself, ignoring Allah’s will. Rather
the slave should seek refuge in the power of
Allah.

Allah the Almighty states: “And take

counsel with them in the affair; so when you
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have decided, then place your trust in Allah;
surely Allah loves those who trust.” (Al Imran,
3:159)

Allah is the helper of the believer in both
worlds. Whoever puts full trust in Him,
He suffices for the needs of the slave. Real
happiness and bliss lie in returning to Him
both on the personal and social level by
asking his help and putting our trust in Him.

In Arabic, the word ‘salema’ signifies
submission and connotes the meaning of
yielding (the will), and accepting the acts of
Allah with pleasure.

The Prophet Abraham (upon him peace)
had filled his heart with the love of Allah.
When the angels asked Allah: “How can
Abraham (upon him peace) be your friend
who has his life, possessions and family
(that will keep him engaged from You)?”
Then, Allah the Almighty showed the angels
his submission to the Divine will in three
different tests.

The first test was about his life, that when
he was about to be catapulted into the fire
the angels rushed to help him, but he refused
their offer and said: “I do not need your help.
Who gave the power of burning to the fire?
Allah is the best of helpers.” In that way he
took refuge only in Allah. As a reward of this
sincere submission to Allah’s power, Allah

the Almighty commanded the fire:

“We said: O fire, be coolness and peace for
Abraham.” (Anbiya, 21:69)

In the second test, he was tested about

—-—.

his wealth. Gabriel had gone to Abraham
and begged for some of his flock. When he
praised Allah he said: Take this flock and they
are yours.” In that way, he also successfully

achieved the test of sacrificing wealth for the
love of Allah.

The real servanthood towards Allah is
nothing but submission to Him. However,
submission is based on love and obedience.
We have seen the best example of this
submission based on love in Abraham (upon
him peace).

His own life, family and wealth did not
preventhimin fulfilling the Divine commands
due to his full devotion and submission to
Allah. In order to reward his sincerity, the
rites of pilgrimage will be performed up until
Judgment Day to symbolize his submission
and trust in Allah. His tongue reflecting the
situation in his heart continuously would say:
“I submit myself to the Lord of the worlds.
(Baqara, 2:131)

”»

In addition to the examples of Abraham
and Ishmael who showed unequalled levels of
sacrifice and submission to Allah, the Prophet
Muhammad (upon him peace) showed the
rituals and essentials of pilgrimage in his
tarewell pilgrimage. In particular, his farewell
speech that was made on this occasion is the
best guidance for pilgrims until Judgment
Day. In this speech, he designated the basic
rights and responsibilities of Muslims and
strengthened the lines of Muslims with
love and mercy. Those who intend to go on
pilgrimage should prepare themselves both



spiritually and materially. Trust in Allah does
not mean to ignore making provisions for the
journey of pilgrimage. Some of the Yemenites
would go to pilgrimage without taking any
essentials such as food and drink saying: “We

trust in Allah!” When they reached
Mecca they would beg due to hunger.

In order to warn about this kind of wrong
conception of trust in Allah, the Quran
states:

“And make provision, for surely the
provision is the guarding of oneself, and
be careful (of your duty) to Me, O men of
understanding. (Baqara, 2:197)

As understood from the verse, a Muslim
needs both kinds of provisions in the
Holy Lands. He needs material provisions
like enough food, and spiritual food like
submission, patience and so on. Only the
Muslim who has purified his heart from
spiritual diseases can achieve this. Only
through possessing such a heart can we
understand the reality of the acts of worship,
in particular the pilgrimage.

Many legal things that are allowed in other
times of the year are forbidden in this time.
Therefore, the pilgrim first should prepare his
heart to be able to perform this difficult duty.
From the first moment the pilgrim intends to
go on pilgrimage,

Satan tries his best to corrupt its quality.
The pilgrimage journey seems very easy and
enjoyable but it is full of difficulties. This is
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also true for the rites of pilgrimage; hence the
pilgrim needs to adorn himself with patience
and forbearance. Hence the pilgrim should
pray: “O my Allah! Please make it easy for
me!” We should not forget when we chant at
the pilgrimage time:

“Labbayk Allahumma Labbayk Li Sharika

laka Labbayk, Innal Hamda wan-nimata laka
wal mulk 14 Sharika laka’.

“Here I am at your service O Allah, Here
I am at your service (I respond to Your call,
and I am obedient to Your orders) You have
no partner, Here I am. Surely, all the praise
and blessing and sovereignty are for You. You
have no partner.”

As a matter of fact, we confirm that we are
answering his invitation. We are admitting
that in the kingdom of the heavens and earth
there is no partner with Allah. Hence, we are
promising to Him that we shall not obey the
temptations of Satan and the ego.

Otherwise, if we perform the pilgrimage
heedlessly, without obeying the principles we
have recounted so far, it will not benefit us.
In particular, those who go to the holy lands
with illegal earnings and savings that are in
conflict with the most essential principle
of Islam, that is, no act of worship can be
performed with religiously illegal earnings.
Hence, their words “we are at your service”
will signify that “we are not at your service”
since we broke the most significant rule of

the pilgrimage.




Hence we can say that the most important
rule of the pilgrimage is haldl (religiously
legal) earnings, then secondly a sincere heart.

Every time the pilgrim says “Labbayk”,
these words should light a fire in his heart.
Only in that way can a believer can approach
Allah. Otherwise mere words without really
meaning it have no benefit. Hadrat Husain’s
face, the grandson of the Prophet would
turn pale whenever he said “Labbayk” tearing
that the answer from Allah would be “/
labbayk.” May Allah enable us to perform the
pilgrimage with both our bodies and souls.
The principles of pilgrimage guide man to
mercy and to an intense spiritual life. When
he wears the special white seamless garment
(called ihram) he leaves all sorts of rough and
unkind behavior. It makes man kinder and
nicer since hunting animals, plucking the
plants, breaking the green branches of trees
and hurting creatures are forbidden during
the days of pilgrimage.

Allah the Almighty, states in the Qur’an:
“So whoever determines the performance
of the pilgrimage therein, there shall be no
intercourse nor fornication nor quarrelling
amongst one another; and whatever good you
do, Allah knows it; and make provision, for
surely the best provision is the guarding of
oneself, and be careful (of your duty) to Me,
O men of understanding. (Baqara, 2:197)

The pilgrims will not fight and hurt
others; they will behave nicely and kindly
to others for the sake of their Creator. In

: The real servanthood to Allah is nothing but'submissionto®
~y Him. However, submission is based on love andlobedience’
2@ We'have seen the best example of this submission
J loveiin'/Abrahami(upon him peace).

particular, hurting the hearts of the believers
is considered a big sin. Therefore Sayyidina
Umar would not kiss the Black Stone in
order not to hurt other pilgrims due to the
crowding.

In Islam, every kind of worship begins with
an intention. The intention for pilgrimage
begins with wearing ihrim. Having put on this
special garment, the pilgrim is transformed
into a spiritual state, leaving his ordinary
conduct. The white garment reminds him
of death and the shroud. Hence he spends
his time in contemplating death and how to
make preparations for it. With all its eloquent
principles, pilgrimage makes man attain the
highest state as informed by the Qur’an:

“Surely We created man of the best stature.”
(T'in, 95:4)

The Prophet (upon him peace) gives the
following good news for the pilgrims: The
greater pilgrimage and the lesser pilgrimage
cleanse the pilgrim’s sins as the nitric acid
of the goldsmith cleans gold and silver. (Nesai,
Tirmidhi)

The following Aadith also gives good news
for the pilgrims: The Prophet said, “Whoever
performs Hajj for Allah’s pleasure and does
not have sexual relations with his wife and
does not do evil or sins, then he will return
as if he were born anew (without any sins
remaining).” (Bukhari, Volume 2, Book 26, Number 596)

This good news is valid for those who
have performed the Hajj in an acceptable way,

based(on
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which is called a/-Hajj al-Mabrir. Those
who have achieved this level of pilgrimage
also attain the following virtues:

1- Sense of responsibility,
2-Pardoning nature,

3-Keeping the body and actions pure,
4-Islamic brotherhood,

5-Concsciousness that superiority is only
on the basis of zagwi i.e. awe of Allah,

6-Legal earning

7-Sincerity

Hence, pilgrimage is not just an act of
worship performed for Allah. It also develops
mans capabilities. It develops the social,
moral and political condition of the Ummah.

It teaches the universal aspects of Islam more
than any other act of worship.

On the personal level, pilgrimage gives
man a chance to evaluate his actions and
behaviors and to correct his mistakes for the
future life.

Pilgrimage is obligatory once in a lifetime.
However, as in the daily prayers and fasting,
a believer can perform supererogatory
pilgrimages as well. Some Muslims consider
going on pilgrimage more than once as
a waste of money. This kind of heedless
remark borders on disbelief and only those
who do not understand the purpose and the
transformative power of Hajj can utter such
a remark.

From the Time of Happiness (the time of
the Prophet), Muslims have always practiced
the supererogatory acts of worship with
devotion and love. These willingly performed
acts of worship bring the servant closer to
Allah as stated in the well-known hadith.
They give depth and insight to the soul.
They render the Muslim more generous and
merciful. Allah becomes their eyes by which
they see, the ears by which to hear. In short,
their acts such as hearing, thinking become
guided by the Divine Light.

This spiritual development can be realized
through supererogatory acts of worship and
showing mercy to the creation. The great
Imam Abu Hanifah, went on pilgrimage 55
times. I think this shows the significance of
the pilgrimage and there is no need for extra
words.

In short, the greatest gift that pilgrims
should take back to their countries is the
good characteristics of the Holy Lands. They
should carry back memories by continuing to
practice the good virtues they have cultivated
during their visit. They will thus function as
windows for the spiritual beauty of the Holy
Lands to reach those who have not yet gone
there.

May Allah grant us a life of submission
to Allah and trust in Him. Let our Refuge
and Helper be only Him. May Allah make us
tulfil the duty of pilgrimage with a heart that
teels the blessings of the Holy Lands.

The intention for
pilgrimage begins with
wearing ihram. Having

put on this special
garment, the pilgrim
is transformed into a
spiritual state, leaving
his ordinary conduct.
The white garment
reminds him of death
and the shroud.
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The Prophet
Muhammad was
clearly informed by
Divine Revelation
of this great fact
that fasting and
sacrifice are both
universal pious acts
prevalent in every
race, religion and
ethnicity of peoples
in the world.

The Qur’anic Philosophy of the
Feast of the Sacrifice (Eid-ul-Adha)

The Holy Qur'an testifies to Allah’s
divine ordainment of the Feast of Sacrifice
(Eid-ul-Adba) by this declaration: “And for
every nation, We appointed acts of devotion
(sacrifices) that they might mention the name
of Allah on what He has given them of the
cattle and quadruped beasts” (Surah Hajj, 22:34).
Eminent academic scholars of archaeology,
anthropology and history unanimously
attest that animal sacrifices and various rites
of offerings to the Deity as undertaken by
various tribes, races and ethnicities can be
found universally throughout human history,
and these pious acts of sacrifices can be traced
even as far back to the most primitive time
at the dawn of humankind’s advent on earth.
The Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him and his Companions), to whom
the abovementioned passage (Surah Hajj 22:34)
was revealed through Divine Revelation,
himself knew of only few nations in his




The Qur’an strongly criticized
and corrected the false
polytheistic, selfish and self-
serving notion of sacrifice
found in many religions

that Allah, being likened

to a needy human being,
requires some gift as bribe to
make Allah pleased with the
sacrificer. Allah is above need
of anything that could be
supplied by His creation.

part of the world, and humanly speaking,
he could not possibly know the fact that
animal sacrifice has been a universal practice
among all peoples on earth. Therefore the
verse concerning sacrifice is indeed a clear
proof of the truth that the Holy Prophet
Muhammad is truly a genuine recipient and
a true messenger of Divine Revelation from

Almighty Allah.

Similarly, in the case of fasting, it is a
universal act of worship, so widespread that
fasting was prevalently practised even among
primitive peoples of the world, just as the
Qur’an tells Muslims that “fasting had been
prescribed for those people before you” (Surak
Bagarah 2:183). Therefore, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad was clearly informed by Divine
Revelation of this great fact that fasting
and sacrifice are both universal pious acts
prevalent in every race, religion and ethnicity
of peoples in the world. And the same applies
to the remaining two practical ordinances of
Islam, namely: prayer (salaakh) and charity
(zakaah). These traditions of worship are
spread throughout humankind because,
according to the universal teaching of Islam
regarding risalaah (prophethood), Allahu
Taala had raised prophets in all nations
and races on earth, and these messengers
of Almighty Allah taught human beings to
serve the One and Only God in the ways that
are innate to human nature.

However, as time went by, all these widely-
prevailing divine practices as ordained by past

prophets sent by Almighty Allah to various
nations and tribes had become corrupted and
surrounded by vast arrays of misconceptions
and superstitions. The advent of the Holy
Prophet of Islam is for the divine purpose
of restoring these acts of worship to their
true significance, pristine meaning and real
objective. As regards the attitude of sacrifice
in various religions such as the Hindu,
shamanic, animistic and various pagan
religions, the worshippers offered a sacrifice
as a gift to polytheistic deities, to a tribal or
racial god, or to some other deity that they
imagine, in order to please that deity, and
to placate the anger of the deity or to get
some favor from him/her. For example, the
idolatrous books of the Hindus show that
their sacrifice was in fact a bribe given to
secure the favor of particular godlings, spirits,
gods and goddesses. It was believed that if
one offered the proper animal or grain or
wine as sacrificial offering, the pagan deities
could not refuse one’s prayer and is forced to
grant what one has asked for.

The Holy Qur’an strongly criticized and
corrected the false polytheistic, hedonistic,
selfish and self-serving notion of sacrifice
found in many religions that Allah, being
likened to a needy human being, requires some
gift as bribe to make Him happy, contented
and pleased with the sacrificer. In criticizing
this false notion among the previous religions,
the Quran says that Allahu Taala is above
need of anything that could be supplied
by His creation. In the words of the Holy




Qur’an: “Allah is above any need, and you are
the needy” (Surah Mubammad 47:38), “He is above
need of your thanks (or praise)” (Surab Zumar
39:7), “He is above need of the things in this
world” (Surab Abl-Imran 3:96). Here, it is also fitting
to quote this verse: “Shall I take for my friend
and protector someone other than Allah? He
teeds (you) and is not fed (by you).” (Surab An'am
6:14). These Qur’anic viewpoint as expressed
in the above verses is significant because in
most sacrifices what were offered were some
eatables, ranging from grain and butter to,
of course, animals such as chickens, goats,
cows, bullocks and sheep: and the one who
performs the sacrifice vainly thinks that he
has placated God’s anger and has gained His
approval by the act of sacrificing per’se. For
instance, in a Hindu paganistic fire sacrifice,
sandalwood and clarified butter are fed into
the fire, and it is believed that the deity in
the fire, whom they call “Agni”, carries these
offerings to the higher godlings in the skies.
But the Quran tells us that the All-Merciful
Allah is the One Who sustains or feeds all
creatures and is not fed by anyone. In truth,
Almighty Allah is in no need of our thanks

or praise.
Abraham'’s Sacrifice: Denying of

Worldly Goods and Repudiating
our Animalistic Nature

This brings us to the subject of the
sacrifice which Prophet Abraham was
intending to make of his son, Hazrat Ismail,

and how, through this incident, Allahu Taala

The Qur’an tells us that the
All-Merciful Allah is the One
Who sustains or feeds all
creatures and is not fed by
anyone. In truth, Almighty
Allah is in no need of our
thanks or praise.

communicated to mankind that sacrifice is
not, in itself, what is really required, but that
Allah Almighty was only testing Prophet
Abraham if he fully believed and unreservedly
submitted himself to the will of Allah. We
remember that in the Qur’anic narrative, it
was after much prayer that Abraham had a
child, a son, and this happened in his old age.
When Hazrat Ismail reached his early teens,
Abraham saw in a dream that he was sacrificing
him. As human sacrifice, particularly of
the first-born son, was a practice prevailing
among various nations around him, Prophet
Abraham came to interpret the dream that
he was being instructed by Allahu Taala to
sacrifice Hazrat Ismail. Having obtained
Hazrat Ismail’s consent, Prophet Abraham
tried to perform this act, but Allahu Taala
stopped him and said: “You have already
fulfilled the vision” (Surab Saffar 37:104-105). It was
Abraham’s complete resignation to Allah’s
command and his absolute surrender to
whatever things he had, even giving-up his
beloved child that merited him nearness to
Allah and not the actual sacrificing of Ismail.
To mark this event of Prophet Abraham’s
absolute surrender, the practice of the sacrifice
of an animal was instituted, which takes place
annually at the time of the Hajj pilgrimage
to Makka.

Regarding the animal that Muslims
are required to sacrifice, the ur’an
unequivocally says: “Not their flesh, nor their

blood reaches Allah. What reaches Him is
your righteousness” (Surab Hajj 22:37). According




to Hazrat Shah Waliullah Dehlavi, a famous
Nagshbandi saint and muhaddith scholar
of India, this verse clearly means that what
reaches Allah is the sacrifice of our very own
self, that is, the sacrifice and surrender of
our animalistic desires or bestial zafs (lower
desires) as symbolized by the animal being
offered (See Shah Waliullah, Agidat-ul Hassanah-e-Ablus
Sunnah [The Pure Creed of Sunnis], Chapter 14, Section 3).
As per Hazrat Shah Waliullah Dehlavi, when
the animal is being sacrificed, the sacrificer
is explicitly making the direct action while
implicitly intending (niyyah) that he is
sacrificing and slaughtering his animalistic
nafs (the lower desires or base ego) within
himself. This is the significant purpose and
profound meaning of the sacrifice which
has been ordained by Almighty Allah and
continued as a practice in Islam up to now
and until the Day of Judgment.

Significance of the Qur’anic
Concept of “Sacrifice” in Islamic
Ideology and Ethics

Aside from the call to unity of mankind
through the holy personage of Prophet
Abraham, who is considered to be the
Father of Believers as well as Father of the
Monotheistic Faiths (Judaism, Christianity and Islam),
another lesson to be learned from the Feast
of Sacrifice (Eid-ur-ddpa) is the true meaning
of “sacrifice” in Islamic perspective. As we
have already explained in the earlier section,
the ceremonial sacrificing of an animal

at Eid-ul-Adha is symbolic of killing the

Consulting with and
appreciating the opinions
of those under one’s
authority is certainly a
sacrifice but it can lead to
perfect unity and harmony
in the community.

animal passions within ones’ self. By willing

to sacrifice his only child, Prophet Abraham

was sacrificing everything in his life for the

sake of gaining Allah’s pleasure. Prophet

Abraham was given a son at a very old age;

Hazrat Ismail, was not only a source of love

and affection for Prophet Abraham, but also

of strength economic support and security

to him in his old age. Yet Prophet Abraham

was willing to sacrifice all of this in order to

submit to what Allah has commanded. And

this is the true meaning of sacrifice, as we are

told in the Qur’an: “Not their (animal’s) flesh,
nor their blood, reaches Allah, but to Him is

acceptable observance of duty on your part”
(Surah Hajj 22:37). Thus, true sacrifice for Allahu

Taala is not the offering of food, money or

even another’s life and property, but rather

the sincere willingness to wholeheartedly

submit to His will. Such loyalty to Allah and

not to anything else—not even to one’s most

beloved relations on earth! This is, in fact, a

perfect illustration of firm faith in Allah’s will.
Nothing, not even the life of his only son,
could compete with Abraham’s allegiance to

His beloved Creator.

There is also another aspect of the
Abrahamic sacrifice in this Qur’anic narrative
that is often overlooked by many. When
Prophet Abraham was given the vision from
Allahu Taala that he interpreted as a request
to sacrifice his son, Ismail, he then went and
asked his son for his opinion and his consent!
He was a father, in a position of authority over
his child, yet he consulted with his son and




sought his advice (See Surab Saffar 37:102). This
point is so crucial in the narrative, so much so
that Hazrat Shah Waliullah Dehlavi declared
that the ‘sacrifice’is both Abraham and Ismail’s
sacrifice (See Shah Waliullah, Agidat-ul Hassanah-e-Ablus
Sunnah [The Pure Creed of Sunnis], Chapter 15, Section 7).
Consulting with others is certainly a sacrifice
for it comprises the giving up of one’s power,
authority and control. The great principle of
consultation, mutual agreement and consent,
which are the very cornerstone of Sunni
ijmaah (Islamic consultative democracy),
was shown by Prophet Abraham even under
these trying and difficult conditions. Every
person in a position of authority over others,
whether a president of a nation, a monarch
or a leader of an Islamic society, should learn
from this beautiful precedent set by Prophet
Abraham. Consulting with and appreciating
the opinions of those under one’s authority is
certainly a sacrifice but it can lead to perfect
unity, understanding, amity and harmony in
the community. As in the case of Prophet
Abraham and his son Hazrat Ismail, it is
related in the Qur’an that “both of them
submitted to Allah” (See Surab Saffar 37:103). Thus,
Eid-ul-Adha also provides an opportunity to
acknowledge the importance of the principle
of mutual consultation, a necessary sacrifice
for good leadership and a precondition to
peace and unity in the Islamic Ummah.

To deepen our reflection on the sacrifice
of Abraham and Ismail we can surmise that
there is another kind of ‘sacrifice of son’ as

well, which is greatly beneficial to the piety of
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the family. Often parents tolerate and cater to
the wrong ambitions, habits, vices and desires
of their children, out of misguided love, rather
than correcting them. For instance, fathers in
position of authority misuse their leadership
power to allow wrongdoings, flagrant
misdeeds and injustice by their children to
continue unchecked. The worst examples of
this are when wayward children of presidents
and rulers feel free to violate the law of the
land as well as transgress the rules of ethical
sensibilities because the father condone the
evil doings of their son and does not stop
them nor allow the law to take action against
them. These are occasions when a father
should sacrifice his love for the son in the
path of justice and righteousness.

Pilgrimage (Hajj) -A Practical

lllustration of “Unity” and

“Sacrifice” in Islam

The lessons of unity that one derives from
the observance of the Feast of Sacrifice are all
practically manifested in the Hajj pilgrimage.
People of all nations, colors, so